
Grade/Subject: Grade 8, American History 
 

Teacher:  Neil Hokanson Website:  http://oxpower.org 

Adams Middle School Room 100 Planning:  MTTHF 1:42-3:15 & W 12:07-1:30 

School Phone:  1-308-535-7112 E-mail:  nhokanson@nppsd.org 

 
Purpose Statement: Students will learn how historians work and will practice these techniques throughout 
their study of federal, state and local government as well as American History from Reconstruction to the 
present day. 
 
Outcomes: 
 
*Skills that will be performed throughout the course over the school year. 
 
AH8:1 Students will gain knowledge and skills of how history is studied and related to the development of our country to 
the present day. 
 
AH8:1-1 define historical terms and apply them to the study of history 
AH8:1-2 compare the past to the present 
AH8:1-3 identify the differences between primary and secondary sources and compare and contrast how to use both 
AH8:1-4 use various research techniques such as library books, internet searches, and note taking 
 
Semester 1 (August – December) 
 
Government Unit (August) 
 
AH8:2 Students will explain and compare the different forms of government, the branches of the United States 
Government and how they work together, as well as the roles of state, county and city governments. 
 
AH8:2-1 describe the origins of democracy such as the Magna Carta and Mayflower Compact 
AH8:2-2 identify the offices, duties and responsibilities of the Legislative Branch 
AH8:2-3 identify the offices, duties and responsibilities of the Executive Branch 
AH8:2-4 identify the offices, duties and responsibilities of the Judicial Branch 
AH8:2-5 explain how checks and balances works and why it is important 
AH8:2-6 identify the rights given to citizens through the Bill of Rights 
AH8:2-7 explain the differences between the rights and responsibilities of US citizens 
AH8:2-8 explain the role of state governments within the United States 
AH8:2-9 describe the branches of Nebraska state government and the offices within that government 
AH8:2-10 describe the different types of local government and identify the responsibilities of the different offices 
 
Unit 2:  Chapters 4 Opening the West 1858-1896, 5 The Industrial Age 1865-1914, & 6 An Urban Society 1865-1914 
(September) 
 
AH8:3 Students will describe the events of the Westward Movement and explain how it changed the United States. 
 
AH8:3-1 describe the stages of Western settlement 
AH8:3-2 describe the role of farmers in the settlement of the West 
AH8:3-3 compare the way pioneers lived on the Great Plains to the lives of those on the East Coast of the United States 
AH8:3-4 assess the significance of the transcontinental railroad on western settlement 
AH8:3-5 describe the culture of Plains Indians 
AH8:3-6 outline the conflict between White and Native American cultures and the impact that has had on both groups 
 
AH8:4 Students will identify the people and events of the Industrial Age and explain their significance in the development 
of the United States. 
 
AH8:4-1 identify the important inventions of US scientists such as Thomas Edison 
AH8:4-2 explain the work of industrialists such as Andrew Carnegie 
AH8:4-3 explain the reasons for immigration to the US and describe the immigrant experience 
AH8:4-4 describe the role of immigrants in US industrialization 
AH8:4-5 explain how the Industrial Revolution affected the economy of the United States 
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Unit 3:  Chapters 7 The Progressive Era 1877-1920 & 8 Rise to World Power 1865-1917 (October) 
 
AH8:5 Students will identify the acquisition of the US during the Age of Imperialism and describe how this experience 
affected the politics and culture of the United States. 
 
AH8:5-1 explain the reasons for acquiring colonies 
AH8:5-2 identify the benefits and deficits of colonization 
AH8:5-3 explain the reasons for the Spanish-American War 
AH8:5-4 identify the events and effects of the Spanish-American War 
AH8:5-5 explain the reasons for reformers such as the Populists and Progressives and evaluate their impact on the United States 
 
Unit 3:  Chapter 9 World War I 1914-1919 (November/December) 
 
AH8:6 Students will identify the events and people of World War I and explain how that war changed the world. 
 
AH8:6-1 identify and evaluate the causes of World War I 
AH8:6-2 explain how WWI was a new type of war in regards to weapons and tactics 
AH8:6-3 explain the importance of the US entry into WWI 
AH8:6-4 describe the outcomes of WWI and analyze the impact of the Treaty of Versailles on the future of the world 
 
Semester 2 (January – May) 
 
Unit 4:  Chapter 10 The Jazz Age 1920-1929 & 11 The Depression and the New Deal 1929-1939 (January) 
 
AH8:7 Students will describe and evaluate the significance of the changes brought about during the 1920’s and the Great 
Depression. 
 
AH8:7-1 describe the political changes of the 1920’s 
AH8:7-2 describe the social changes of the 1920’s 
AH8:7-3 describe the economic changes of the 1920’s 
AH8:7-4 analyze why and how the stock market crash occurred and its effect on the US and the world 
AH8:7-5 describe life in the United States during the Great Depression 
AH8:7-6 identify the programs set up during the New Deal and analyze their effect on dealing with the Great Depression 
 
Unit 4:  Chapter 12 America and World War II 1939-1945 (February) 
 
AH8:8 Students will identify the people and events of World War II, describe their effect and decide how they changed the 
role of the United States in world events. 
 
AH8:8-1 identify the changes in world politics and political leadership during the 1930’s 
AH8:8-2 identify the causes of WWII 
AH8:8-3 explain how the US changed from a policy of isolation to involvement in WWII 
AH8:8-4 describe how the Allies defeated the Axis Powers 
AH8:8-5 describe the policies that led to the Holocaust, the events of the Holocaust and the reaction of the world to the Holocaust 
AH9:8-6 evaluate the changes in US policy and in the world as a result of the Holocaust 
 
Unit 5 & 6:  Chapters 13 The Cold War Era 1945-1960, 14 The Civil Rights Era 1954-1974, 15 The Vietnam Era 1960-1975, 16 
America in the 1970s 1968-1981, & 17 New Challenges 1981-Present (March – May) 
 
AH8:9 Students will identify the major events of post war America and explain how they have changed how we live up to 
the present day. 
 
AH8:9-1 describe the relationship between the US and the Soviet Union that caused the Cold War 
AH8:9-2 explain the reasons for the Cuban Missile Crisis and how that crisis was solved 
AH8:9-3 explain the causes, events and effects of the Korean War 
AH8:9-4 explain the causes, events and effects of the Vietnam War 
AH8:9-5 describe how and why the Cold War came to an end 
AH8:9-6 explain the reasons for the Modern Civil Rights Movement 
AH8:9-7 identify the major people and practices of the Modern Civil Rights Movement and judge their impact of the American culture 
AH8:9-8 identify the events of the 1960’s and explain their impact of the culture of the US 
AH8:9-9 describe the major people and events from 1970 to the present 
AH8:9-10 evaluate how the events of recent years affects the lives of American citizens today 


